
Professional Development Day 
on Holocaust Education

Welcome and Introductions

Exploring the New Curriculum

Break

Jews and Judaism in Manitoba

11:30- 12:15 Lunch

Optional tour of the sanctuary at noon

Holocaust and Human Behaviour: 

Decision Making in Times of Injustice

Break

Bringing the Voices of Survivors 

into the Classroom

Breakout/  Brainstorming/ Wrap-Up



Exploring the New Curriculum

Belle Jarniewski  B.Ed. M.A. 

Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada



1. Jewish Life before the Holocaust 

2. The Nazi Consolidation of  Power 

and Implementation of  Antisemitic 

Policies 

3. The Holocaust and the Second 

World War 

4. Post-War Liberation and Legacy 

5. Taking Action Against Hate 

The Five Phases of Study: 

An Overview

Grade 6





DIGITAL TOOLS AND TECHNOLOGY: PARTICULAR CHALLENGES

The subject matter is historically and morally complex. 
The subject matter often involves traumatic content. 
The passage of time increases the risk of distortion or erasure of memory. 
The presence of ongoing efforts, sometimes deliberate, to misuse Holocaust-related 
content for political or ideological purposes, including denial and distortion. 
Holocaust memory and awareness might be under attack through a variety of tools, 
such as deepfakes, misused memes, AI-generated historical fabrications, and more. 

Addressing these challenges involves: 
examining sources and identifying potential biases. 
promoting transparency and traceability of information. 
relying on established and reputable institutions. 
consulting experts and organizations specializing in Holocaust education and digital 
memory. 



CONSIDERATIONS
Does the content risk causing emotional harm or (re)traumatization? 
Does it allow time for reflection, questioning, and ethical engagement, or 
does it encourage rapid, uncritical reactions? 
Are learners exposed to content in a manner that respects their 
developmental stage and emotional resilience? 
Is the information accurate, contextually grounded, and faithful to the 
historical record? 
Are suggested comparisons or connections appropriate and historically 
responsible? 
Are victims portrayed with dignity and authenticity? 
Is their memory being instrumentalized for unrelated purposes? 
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USHMM Holocaust Teaching Guide
Introductory lessons for History, Humanities
Film Guide
Pre-War Jewish Life
Challenges of Escape
Literature Guides





This is the story of one fictional family’s experiences during the Holocaust from the perspective of a boy 
growing up in Nazi Germany. Daniel’s character represents the real experiences of millions of actual Jewish 
children during the Holocaust.

Daniel’s Story, based on the book by Carol Matas and the museum exhibit. 
A 10-minutes film suitable for grades 6-12
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Mina Rosner Holocaust & Human 
Rights Essay Competition

The Barry Lank Social Justice/Human Rights 
Film Award



For list of additional resources, scan 
the QR code or go to 
https://www.jhcwc.org/additional-
resources-2026/ 

To reach Belle Jarniewski:
jewishheritage@jhcwc.org  (email)
204-478-8590 
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