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 THE JEWISH HERITAGE CENTRE 

• To develop, interpret and disseminate information on the history and 
culture of Western Canadian Jewry and to develop awareness of the 
history, moral and ethical implications of the Holocaust and other human 
rights violations. 
 
• To document, preserve and share information on the culture and 
historical formation of Jewish communities in Western Canada. The Centre 
also serves as an advocate for anti-racism and education on the Holocaust 
and antisemitism. 
 
• To forge a pathway for the future by preserving and sharing compelling 
stories and educating the present and future generation 
• To collect and preserve the records, artefacts and traditions of our 
community.   
 
• To present programs and exhibits about the history, experiences, 
achievements, and culture of the Jewish community. 
 
• To maintain and expand a searchable and detailed database of Jewish 
gravestones in Manitoba and farther afield. 
 
• To promote the awareness and understanding of the history of the 
Holocaust through education—reaching thousands of students and 
educators each year. We address the fact that society continues to witness 
genocide due to continuing racism and hatred and that we must all be 
vigilant in opposing racism, antisemitism, and other forms of bigotry. 
 
• Our treasured archive brings our community’s history to life through its 
collection of images, artefacts, documents, and multimedia, including: 
 
• More than 70,000 photographs  
• More than 200 bound volumes of newspapers from 1914 to the 
present 
• Oral histories—audio, video, and text 
• 200+ linear meters of textual records 

•  100,000+ photographs  

• 1500+ sound and video recordings. 

• Original documents and artefacts from the Holocaust era 
 

 
The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada (JHC) brings together the 
Jewish Historical Society of Western Canada, the Marion & Ed Vickar 
Jewish Museum of Western Canada, the Jewish Historical Society Archives, 
the Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education Centre and the 
Manitoba Institute to Combat Antisemitism. 
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Message from our President & Executive Director 

The Jewish Heritage Centre is dedicated to the fostering and flourishing of Jewish life in our 

community by providing programming and education as well as through our important work 

in preserving local Jewish history. We are proud of our singular role in ensuring that that history 

will be passed along to generations to come through our treasured archive. It gives us 

tremendous pride and pleasure in our collaboration with other community organizations as 

well as our position as the “keeper of the history” of the Jewish community. 

The 2024-2025 fiscal year came with changes to the Jewish 

Heritage Centre Board and Staff. In January, we thanked Mark 

Kantor for his many years of service as our President and 

welcomed Harlan Abells to the position. Harlan also retains his 

responsibilities as Treasurer.  

 

 

 

Joining longtime staff members Stan Carbone and Belle Jarniewski, Ava Garfinkel took on the 

position of archivist this year. Ava comes to us with an excellent background, with an MA in 

archaeology from Tel Aviv University as well as research experience, and knowledge as an 

appraiser. We are thrilled to have her join the team!  

 

In the late spring, we completed a brand-new major exhibit, entitled “Let Her Works Praise 

Her,” about the contributions of Jewish women’s organizations to our community. The exhibit 

is located in the hallway (take a right turn immediately after passing through Security. 

 

We are honoured to have partnered with the Province on 

the creation of a new mandated curriculum on Holocaust 

Education. In a world where antisemitism, Holocaust 

distortion and disinformation are growing, it was important 

to incorporate the latest best practices which include 

putting the context of the Holocaust into millennia of 

antisemitism, as well as helping students understand who  

 

 

 

Harlan Abells, President Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada 

Belle Jarniewski, Executive Director  
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Jews are, our diversity, and our contributions to Canada. 

We also continue to receive donations of artefacts that preserve the history of our 

community for generations to come, including an important new collection of Holocaust era 

artefacts donated by Reva Craven. 

  

Our programs were rich and varied, focusing on commemorations, local history and historical 

figures and more. Our annual Sol and Florence Kanee Distinguished Lecture, which is our only 

fundraiser of the year, featured Yair Rosenberg, a well-known journalist writing for The 

Atlantic. 

 

Our newsletter offers fascinating vignettes about Jewish life in Manitoba. Many thanks to Stan 

Carbone, our Director of Programs and Exhibits, for writing many of these fascinating pieces. 

 

We continue to receive requests for genealogical information, which Lynn Roseman, our 

incredible genealogist, provides for countless individuals from all over the world.  

We are grateful for the support of so many granting organizations, including the Province of 

Manitoba (Sport, Culture and Heritage), the federal government (Canadian Heritage), the 

Azrieli Survivor Memoirs Program, the Winnipeg Foundation, the Asper Foundation, and the 

Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. Of course, it goes without saying that we are deeply 

appreciative to the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg for their ongoing support as well as their 

partnership with us for some of our programs.   

 

The Jewish Heritage Centre is thankful for our talented and dedicated staff who interface 

with members of the public and researchers from all over the world. We are also thankful to 

our Board of Directors, volunteers, and generous donors. As always, we continue to count on 

the interest and generosity of the community so that future generations may also learn from 

their past. 

               

Staff members Stan Carbone 

(Director of Programs and 

Exhibits)  

& Ava Garfinkel (Archivist) 
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Education & Commemoration 

 

The Jewish Heritage Centre is recognized as the principal purveyor of education on the 

Holocaust and on antisemitism through its Holocaust Education Centre (HEC). Each year, we 

provide programming, education to thousands of students and educators. 

 

Since the October 7 attack in Israel, our community has faced an unprecedented increase 

in antisemitic events. The need for a mandated curriculum on Holocaust education and 

antisemitism, became even more important. With the announcement on Yom Hashoah 2023 

of our partnership with the Province in the creation of a mandated curriculum, we continued 

to collaborate with the government in helping with the draft, the review, and the final 

execution in the autumn of 2025.  

 

We also provided tailored presentations on antisemitism to a variety of professional groups, 

including medical students, teachers, and lawyers, among others. 

 

In January, we partnered with the CMHR to present Andre Oboler, CEO of the (Australian) 

Online Hate Prevention Institute who presented “Hate Goes Viral.” 

 

Our virtual Holocaust and Human Rights symposium featured Holocaust survivor and author, 

Kitty Salsberg, interviewed by Michelle Sadowski of the Azrieli Survivor Memoirs Program.  

Kitty’s memoir was made available to schools free of charge and we were thrilled to 

welcome some 5000 attendees!  

 

In the spring, we marked Yom Hashoah in partnership with Congregation Shaarey Zedek. The 

reading of Megillat Hashoah– the Holocaust Scroll, with the Hon. Wab Kinew, Premier of as 

our lead reader as well as the participation of guest readers from a variety of faith 

backgrounds. 

 

For the seventh year in a row, a student from Westwood Collegiate was the recipient of the 

prestigious Mina Rosner Human Rights award. Mahina Krause is a senior at Westwood 

Collegiate. A member of the Westwood Historical Society, she travelled with the group on 

the Holocaust Educational Tour of Holocaust memorial sites and camps in March of 2024. Her 
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experiences on the trip, learning about the dehumanization of the victims led her to write this 

essay which discusses how dehumanization trends have continued into the present day. 

 

In May, we welcomed 80 Manitoba teachers to Congregation Shaarey Zedek Synagogue for 

a full day of professional development. We will be having two days of PD on the new 

curriculum in March 2026.  

  

Genealogy Institute  

Chair, Lynn Roseman, UE 

This year we have continued to update our database and keep it current.  We have 

continued reviewing the “In Memoriam” ads from the Jewish Post to ensure there is nobody 

left out of our files. 

  

We continued with our photographing:  all new stones added by summer’s end were 

photographed and added to our online database (130).  In addition, hyperlinks to online 

obituaries and other online stories are now being included in our database.  It is interesting 

that in 2025 only about 60% of the folks who passed away had published obituaries. 

  

Thank you again to Belle Jarniewski for translation services. 

  

Our plans for 2026 include visiting all the Winnipeg cemeteries as usual.   

 

Archives 

Chair, Amy Karlinsky 

Archivist Andrew Morrison (to April 30) Ava Garfinkel (from May 2025) 

 

The Archives continues to serve as a significant repository for community records of all kinds, 

including photographs, audio visual records, letters newspapers, institutional and family 

records and, new this year, digital-borne records. Records or fonds are classified according 

to standardized search terms; finding aids are created, and these are available for 

researchers. The heart, soul and history of Jewish life is preserved in the archive.  This material 

has been used by students, researchers, writers, filmmakers artists, genealogists and those 

seeking to consult factual data and evidence of Jewish life. The Archive supports the 

meticulous research for JHWC programs, newsletters and exhibitions.    
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This past year we said goodbye to Archivist Andrew Morrison and welcomed new archivist 

Ava Garfinkle. Fluent in Hebrew and English and having grown up in Manitoba with a 

Master’s in Archeology from Tel Aviv University in Israel, Ava brings new spark and joy to the 

operational needs of the archive. Her specialty is in textile conservation.   

 

All aspects of the physical plant and discrete storage mechanisms are being refined and 

reorganized, including the isolation room, upper conservation storage, office storage, 

research work areas, and the basement space where most of the objects and documents 

are held. Donations from the community continue to come in, and recent forays into social 

media have been made.  

 

 

Programs & Exhibits  

Chair, Daniel Stone          Director of Programs and Exhibits Stan Carbone 

The major focus of the Programs and Exhibits Committee was on researching and preparing 

an exhibit on “Jewish Communal Life and the Role of Women.”  The exhibit, which fills the 

entire window display area, examines the major but often overlooked contributions of Jewish 

women’s organizations. Curator Stan Carbone and guest designer Aniko Szabo were able 

install improved lighting in some of the cases.  The Programs and Exhibits Committee also 

organized several programs, notably the 2024 Switzer-Cooperstock Prize Lecture by artist and 

historian Celia Rabinovitch on “The Lost Expressionist: Nick Yudell, a Photographer 

Rediscovered,” examining the artistry of a young man Morden who died in combat during 

World War II.  The program, “Kenora Keinahora. The Jews of the Lake of the Woods & The 

German POW Camps,” with speakers Dr. Ray Singer and Braden Murray, Director of the Lake 

of the Woods Museum was particularly well attended.  Unfortunately, there were no 

submissions for the 2025 Switzer-Cooperstock Student Prize but we continued our 

collaboration with the Gray Academy art program with an exhibit of student drawings based 

on historical photographs from the Heritage Centre archive.  A Provincial Heritage Grant for 

research on Winnipeg Jewish artists by committee member Susan Freig was completed.   

 I would like to thank the members of the Programs and Exhibits Committee for their 

contributions and, especially, Director of Programs and Exhibits, Stan Carbone, for his work 

which touches on all aspects of the Heritage Centre.  The teamwork of our staff, Stan, 

Executive Director Belle Jarniewski, and the archivists, Andrew Morrison and Ava Garfinkel 

contribute immeasurably to our achievements. 



 

 

 

11 



 

 

 

12 

 

 

 



 

 

 

13 

Recent Acquisitions:  

The Reva Craven Fonds of Holocaust Era Artefacts 
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Board of Directors  

Executive Board Members 

President: Harlan Abells (as of January 16, 2025) 

Immediate Past President: Mark Kantor 

Treasurer: Harlan Abells  

Chair, Programs & Exhibits Committee: Daniel Stone 

Chair, Archives & Acquisitions Committee: Amy Karlinsky 

Chair, Holocaust Education Committee: Belle Jarniewski  

Members At Large 

Edward Lyons, Lynn Roseman, Marvin Samphir, Susan Freig, Ben Waldman (resigned July, 

2025), Mason Grusko, Jarod Standil-Margovski, Ray Singer, Eva Wiseman. 

 

Emeritus Board Members  

Abe Anhang 

Maurice Steele z”l 

 

Honorary President Maurice Steele z”l 

Honorary Counsel Neil Duboff 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 

Executive Director 

Belle Jarniewski   BEd  MA 

 

Director of Programs and Exhibits 

Stan Carbone BA (Hons) MA 

 

Archivist 

Ava Garfinkel MFA, MArcheol. 

Andrew Morrison  BA  MISt (to 05/25  

 
Past Presidents of the JHCWC 

Roz Usiskin 

Gerry Posner 

Louis Kessler 

Rona Davies 

Abe Anhang 

Charlie Sitwell 

Sergio Glogowskii 

Dr. Daniel Stone 

 

Past Presidents of the Jewish Historical Society 

A. Montague Israels Q.C. 

Dr. Isadore Wolch 

Harry Gutkin 

Roz Usiskin 

Past Honorary Presidents 

Sol Kanee OC OM 

Harold Buchwald CM QC 

Abe Anhang 
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Committees 

 

Archives and Acquisitions                          Holocaust Education  

 

Amy Karlinsky Belle Jarniewski Rose Aziman 

Annalee Greenberg Bella Ben-Ari Shelley Chochinov 

  Susan Billinkoff Reva Craven Rietta Floom 

Sharon Graham David Gisser Phyllis Laveman 

Amy Karlinsky Kelly Hiebert Adeena Lungen 

Ava Garfinkel (archivist) 

Ivy Brooker 
Sonja Iserloh Karlee Sapoznik-Evans 

 Eran Plotnik Sharon Goszer Tritt 

   Mimi Singer Bella Weinberg 

  Leslie Wilder 

 

Programs and Exhibits   Genealogy Institute 

                            Lynn Roseman 

Stan Carbone 

Terri Cherniak 

Michael Eskin 

Kenneth Grad 

Sid Robinovitch 

Bruce Sarbit 

Ray Singer 

Joel Novek 

Lionel Steiman 

Daniel Stone 

Chana Thau 

Susan Turner 

Sol and Florence Kanee Distinguished Lecture 

Harlan Abells 

Mark Kantor 

Mason Grusko 

Belle Jarniewski 

Marvin Samphir 

Daniel Stone 
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A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL DONORS AND SUPPORTERS 

 
Donations received from September 2024 through August 2025: 

Donations

$30,000 to $50,000 
King Fabrics 

The Asper Foundation 

The Azrieli Survivor Memoirs 

Program 

 

$10,000 to $19,999 
Mary Ann (Kanee) Lippay 

 

$5000 to $9,999 

Abe and Barbara Anhang 

Freeman Foundation Legacy Fund 

Patricia Steele and Family 

 

$2500 to $4999  

Marjorie Blankstein 

Louis and Cheryl Kessler 

The Katz Family, Kay Four 

Properties 

Edward and Harriet Lyons 

 

$1000 to $2499  
Gail Asper and Michael Paterson 

Steven Brodovsky 

Carol and Neil Duboff 

Heather Pullan and Tom 

Frohlinger 

Belle Jarniewski and James Christie 

Jill and Mark Kantor 

Hillaine and Richard Kroft 

Ahava Halpern and Frank Lavitt 

Karyn and Mel Lazareck 

Elaine and Neil Margolis 

Tamar Rubin and Noam Millo 

Gerry and Sherna Posner 

Merrill Shwaid 

Len Steingarten 

Max Steinkopf 

Kay and Daniel Stone 

Larry and Tova Vickar and Family 

 

$500 - $999 

Michel and Danita Aziza 

Greg Barrett 

David and Sheila Brodovsky 

Shelley Chochinov 

Feirstein and Fishman Medical 

Corporation 

Jeff Itzkow and Cathy Moser 

Amy Karlinsky and Bryan 

Magnusson 

Carlos Machado 

Stephen Rosenfield CPA 

Corporation 

Lynn and Ken Roseman 

Leslie Sedlarova 

Glen Steinman 

Freda Steel and David Gisser 

Patricia Steele and Family 

 

$250 to $499 
Ida Alpern 

Anonymous 

Karla Berbrayer and Alan Kraut 

Faye and Bill Brownstone 

Lawrence and Beatrice Cherniack 

Jessica and Joel Cogan 

Susan and Ab Freig 

Ken Gibbons 

Sharon Goszer-Tritt and Steven 

Tritt 

Roy Hiebert 

Barry Hyman 

Shane Lasker 

Lisa Lewis 

Debbie and Jack Lipkin 

Lynn Kohm and Michael Salman 

Cara and Jonathan Kroft 

Ellen and David Kroft 

Laurel Malkin and David Folk 

Sheldon and Tannis Mindell 

Sid Robinovitch 

George Salzberg 

Esther and Marvin Samphir 

Ricki Sharpe 

Carrie Shenkarow and Jason Olin 

Ray Singer and Barbara Findlay 

Jarod Standil-Margovski 

Candice and Marshall Tenenbein 

Eva Wiseman 

$100 to $249 
Harlan Abells 

Donald Aronovitch 

Phil Finkle 

L. Firesen 

Heather Heather GillmanGreg 

Miriam Glogowski 

Ben Goldberg 

Sandra Gordon 

Sharon Graham 

Annalee and Hart Greenberg 

Zachary Gross 

Judith Huebner 

Roberta Hurtig 

Gerald Karr 

Roni Kraut 

Phyllis Laveman 

Sharon and Sydney Lerner 

Estelle Meyers 

Lynda Rosenstock 

Karlee Sapoznik-Evans 

Bruce and Celia Sarbit 

Sara Swartz 

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre 

Lillian Zentner 

Up to $99 
Bella Ben-Ari 

John Farber 

Phil  Finkle 

Carol Friesen 

Zachary Gross 

Mason Grusko 

Lolly and Saul Guttman 

HOTR Films 

Elliot Leven 

Richard Jakubowski 

Adrienne Meyers 

Jerome Paskoe 

Paula Parks 

Cheryl Rimer 

Catherine Trachtenberg 
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Bert Schaffer Joan Spunt 

New Donations to our Endowment Funds  

at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba 

Adele Yan 
Alan Slusky 
Alex Zimmer 
Alice Weissmann 
Alison Sheriff 
Allan Dueck 
Allan Finkel 
Allison Axelrod 
Andrea Martin 
Anita Neville 
Anne Joudan 
April Katz 
Arla Strauss 
Arnice Pollock 
Asher Begleiter 
Avrian Boroditsky 
Baillie Chisick 
Barbara Anhang 
Barbara Goldenberg 
Barbara Kowall 
Barry Weber 
Belle Jarniewski 
Benjamin Winestock 
Betty Kirshner 
Beverly Jacobs 
Bill Brownstone 
Bonnie Antel 
Bonnie Doering 
Bonnie Lea Roque 
Bonnie Robinson 
Brenda M. Tessler 
Bryan Klein 
Carla Divinsky 
Carol Duboff 
Carol F. Woodward 
Carol Matas 
Cheryl Bokhaut 
Cheryl Rayter 
Cindy Marcuz 
Clara Bernstein 
Corinne Billinkoff 
Dan Blankstein 
Danny Globerman 
Denah Weinfeld 
Donna Slutchuk 
Earl & Cheryl Barish Fund 
Earl Barish 
Edith Kimelman 

Edith Zipursky 
Elaine Paulson 
Elizabeth Gallagher 
Elizabeth Schulz 
Elliott Goszer 
Estelle Meyers 
Esther Dashevsky 
Esther Samphir 
Eugene Baraniuk 
Evelyn Hecht 
Faith Kaplan 
Faren Bernstein 
Faye Appelle 
Faye Kleinmintz 
Fay-Lynn Katz 
Frances Hobbs 
Frank Lavitt 
Gary Brenner 
Gary Margolis 
George Freed 
Gloria Cantor 
Gordon Challes 
Greg Barrett 
Heather Cantor 
Holly Laskin 
Iris Daniels 
Irvin Shore 
Ivy Kopstein 
Jack N. Lipkin 
Jacki Koven 
Jacqueline Stillwater 
Jacqueline Wassermann 
James T. Christie 
Jeffrey Wassermann 
Jeremy Lowenstein 
Jerry Weiss 
Jill Minuk 
Jim L. Manishen 
Joan Sheps 
Joanne Rothberg 
Jodi Hyman 
Joel Novek 
Judy Charach 
Karen Corrin 
Kayla Gordon & Art Maister 
Flow-Through Account 
Kayla Pollock 
Kenneth Zimmer 

Kerrie Halprin 
Lainie Shore 
Laura Minuk 
Laurel Malkin 
Leesa Streifler 
Leslie Wilder 
Levene Tadman Golub Law 
Corporation 
Libby Goszer 
Lillian Zentner 
Linda Johnstone 
Lorne Weinstein 
Lynda Rosenstock 
Lynn Weinfeld 
Lynn Wolfe 
Lynne Oreck-Wener 
Mara Koven-Lapointe 
Marcia Knight 
Marilyn Goldberg 
Mark Kantor 
Marni Halpern 
Marsha Cowan 
Merril MacKay 
Merrill Shwaid 
Mia Elfenbaum 
Michele Feierstein 
Michelle Chochinov 
Michelle Silverberg 
Mickey Wener 
Mimi Singer 
Mira Narvey 
Miriam Kohn 
Miriam Segal 
Nancy Sher 
Naomi Mendelson 
Nata Spigelman 
Natalie Newman 
Nihar Kaushal Law Corporation 
Pamela Dancyger 
Pamela Minuk 
Pamela Wener 
Patricia Lumsden Owen 
Patricia Steele 
Patty Lapkin 
Paula Lewis 
Phyllis Dana 
Phyllis Laveman 
Randal Shore 
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Raymond Currie 
Renate Schulz 
Rhonda Cantor 
Richard Jochelson 
Robbi Campbell 
Robert Doyle 
Robert Soloway 
Roberta Hurtig 
Roberta Wall 
Rochelle Litvack 
Rosemary McVicar 

Roslyn Greenfeld 
Ruth Ann Borenstein 
Ruth Meltzer 
Ruth Narvey 
Ruth Zelcer 
Sally Shuckett 
Sandra Caplan 
Sharon Sapoznik 
Sharron Corne 
Sheila Shapira 
Sheree Walder 

Sherry Warsh 
Stephen Rosenfield 
Susan Billinkoff 
Susan Grosh 
Suzanne Golden 
Tannis Mindell 
Terri Cherniack 
Victoria Taylor 
Yale Gilbert 
Yetta Cohen 

 
 

Our sincere apologies for any errors or omissions 

 
 
 
 

 

Financial Statements 2024-2025 

To view the financial statements:  please click on the link below 

https://www.jhcwc.org/financial-statements-2024_2025/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.jhcwc.org/financial-statements-2024_2025/
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