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-with a biblical quotation that," in

(N

In a’recent issue of the
heading

Agency.”

. This statement is misleading, far those irite_res‘té'd' in
the welfare of the Falashas know full well that the re-
sponsibility lies squarely on the she

ruled that the community, of “Beta Israel” in Ethiopia,
known as the Falashas, are Jews descended from the

.

tribe of Dan. . . -

During the ‘course™of research on the “lost Gommuni-
ties” I have found that this was also the opinion of two
.leding authorities of the sixteenth century, Rabbi David
Ibn-Zimra and Rabbi Yakov Castro,.known in rabbinic
circles as the “Radbaz” and “Maharikash,” respect-

ively. .

This is not the’ p}l%ée to quote their responses in full,.
but suffice it to say that Rabbi David Ibn-Zimra urged
a Falasha who 'sought a' diverce from his-Jewish wife =
to give her the “Get” (Jewish divorce) for the reason
that “the Falashas are Jews, descended from the tribe

of Dan.”

Some time ago, when T discussed this sibject with

Exotic
By PAUL SHAW o
We are-all familiar with apples
and honey (for a “fruitful and
sweet year”), but how many
families in Anglo-Jewry will ser-
ve a ram's head on Rosh
‘Hashana evening? The origins of
this custom—apparently one of
the most widespread in the
diaspora—are obscure.
It was, at one ‘time, ‘connected

the coming year, those who took
part in it should be “at the head
and not at the tail”’ of events. In
many other communities, it was
a point of emphasis that heads
were not removed from fish ser-
ved on Rosh Hashanah.

The Dbelief, was :
widespread that the food one ate
could be served as an omen

certainly

Hashanah”—because the names
of all these foods in Aramaic are
puns on biblical quotations re-
ferring to assorted good fortune.

His suggestion, however, has
been adopted .with alacrity in

taining each of these vegetables.

- - Publisher

‘Guest Editorial -

~ By DAYAN PINCHAS TOLEDANO .o

Jewish' Chronicle, under the
“‘Falshas condemned to destruction,” the Fal-
asha Welfare Association’s spokesman expressed the -
view that the present plight of the Falashas is due to
the “attitude of the religious authorities and the Jewish

Israel.

) ISH \ ' D ST in/Western Oanad‘_ar

julders of the Israeli

Also eaten on Rosh Hashanah
night were pomegranates and, as
another symbol of fruitfulness,
fish. Chalas were shaped like
ladders in some communities. as
symbolic of the High Holy day
theme of reaching to heaven: in
others, like'mountains; and, as in
Western Europe, in circular
shapes, to which was’ later at-
tributed. the symbolic . of .the

- Dever-ending cycle of life.

During the week before Rosh
Hashanah, several special pray-
ers—Selichot—are recited in the
daily synagogue service. In for-
mer times the shamash (beadle)
of the syunagogue would have
a special hammer with which
he would tour the village in the
early mornings, banging on the

doors to awaken the inhabitants’

so that they could rise for pray-

various practices of
during' the time preceding Rosh
Hashanah—and, in Some places,

“on Rosh Hashanah itself — the
Bene Israel of India _deserve

fAlthough discouraged by many
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Chief Rabbi Yossef, he confi

- rabbis. He added
- pointed to see tha
'ing their bes

Several dayanim
Voldinberg, Av B
accept the Karaites. . ; L

Their view is in aceordance with the Shulchan Aruch
(Eben Hae
~are illegitimate a
ish communities.

Customs

fasting

L

[

‘

. Many years ago the "Israelii gqvernrﬁent and the Jew-
ish Agency helped the ‘Karaites” to come to Israel,
and even built synagogues:for them. In fact, the late -

all the privileges accorded to other immigrants on ar-
‘rival, and .up to the present day -the Karaites receive
grants from the Ministry of Religious Affairs.

Yet all this was done des
the religious authorities of-
Late Rabbi Pesach Frank (

zer, Ch. 4),-which states that the Karaites
nd cannot intermarry-with other Jew-
However, t_:hé:‘ présent Sephardi . Chief freely as Jews.
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eminent rabbis, ‘the custom of
Tashlich ‘is still widely observed.
This  most interesting ceremony,
whose -history has been traged in
a classic essay by J.Z. Lauter-
bach, consists in esserice of a
symbolic  casting  of j
(representing by - breadcrumbs)
into water. At an earlier time,
the main criterion of suitable
water was not (as .Seems to be

. accepted:today); that it should :be
flowing water, but that. it should

be water in which fish swam.

The cus@om, in some com-
munities ' i to throw crumbs;
others shake out their garments

over the water. Those with

special enthusiasm may . care to
note the custom .in Kurdistan
where, after reciting the-Tashlich
prayer, the, community would ac-
tually jump, fully-clother, into the

ceremony ;on erev Yom Kippur,
where..a fghicken orva cock is
swung around one’s head - and
then slaughtered, while a wish is
expressed that the death of the

- animal should serve instead of

Tashlich—which tended to give
the impression that there was
some mechanical way in which

| people could -avert personal and

spiritual responsibility for their

misdeeds —‘‘kapparot” was very

strongly * éritiéiﬁ'g

eminent rabbis. ‘
In later years, what may be

irmed my findings and said’
that he, too, based his ruling onthe above-mentioned
ok , however, that he was"very.disap-
t the Israeli authorities were not do-
st to hasten the Falashas’ emigration to

pite the fierce opposition of
the time, among them the -
then Chief Rabbi of Jerusa-
lem), who insisted that the Karaites should not be al-
lowed to settle in Israe] under the Law of the Return,
since they were rejected centuries ago from Klal Israel..
- including the renowned Rabbi Eliezer
Beth Din of Jerusalem, still refuse to

- sins

- course, de rigeur; but. the crypi
Jews of the Catholic world (the

d by many’

-

Government.

. status.’ :

and .manure, and sowed ‘with

wheat, barley, Egyptian beans.
and peas. The plants grew about

half afoot. Then each of the

children would take his basket ori

the eve of Rosh Hashanah and

swing it about his head seven
times, and say: “This instead of

me, this is my exchange, this is

my substitute,.and throw it into a

stream.” Note- the connection -
again, with water..,: ..i, ..

b

Fasting on Yom Kipper is," of
to-

Marranos, or more accurately,
Conversos) wished to be seen not
to be fasting on that day. Charles
Liebman recorded the practise
(in the twentieth cenfury) of
descendants of érypto-Jews living
in;Mexico City whose custom it
was to walk through the City parks -
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‘Rabbi, relying.on other &uthorities, rules that they can
- intermarryuwith - other ‘communities; without ‘even ‘a
“symbolic conveksion”” involvings immiersion in the
mikva. His ruling'is evidently to the liking of the Israeli

But, with the Falashas, despite the express desire of
Chief Rabbi Yossef to rehabilitate them in Israel and
their willingness to undergo the symbolic immersion,
and with no opposition from other religious authorities,

Chief Rabbi Immianuel Jakobovits urged families to
buy the matzot which the Soviet authorities refused to
deliver to Jews in Russia. Hé also requested that dur-

- .ing the sedarim an‘ appropriate déclaration’be made, as
a reminder of their plight. I believe a similar declara-
tion..should have been made regarding the Falashas
who could not celebrate the festival of freedom’in their

‘homeland due to the refusal of the Israeli Government.

Those who truly care about the plight of the ‘Falashas

~ should get together and try to find ‘ways -to -facilitate .

- their emigration from Ethiopia. And if the Israeli auth-
orities continue to ignore their plight, then surely there
are Batei Din in Jewish co
will accept them and

give them the opportunity to live

‘on Yom Kippur with toothpicks in
their mouths! R
In our days of *“authorized”

prayerbooks ‘and synagogue by-

laws, we tend to lose the.local
customs which “personalized”
Jewish observance in other days
and this, rams’ heads notwith-
standing, is, I think,-a real loss.
Doubtless, many readers will
have their own family and com-
munity -customs to recall 'over the

- coming festivals.-“But one -local

custom—apd it is only a
custom—remains absolutely at
the forefront of our contémporary
observance—the recital of the Kol
Nidre prayer, whose origins are
more or less unknown and whose

meaning remains surrounded in -

rmysteryw._ . '

Copyright by the Jewish Chronicle News &
Feature Service.

has. called for ‘a ‘return to

 recognized both Israéls right of

mmunities elsewhere who ~
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Reader_ Writes

School Standards

To the Editor:
There is a group of children in

the Winnipeg Hebrew Day school .

system that is being,.
discriminated against, They are..
not being given the quality of
education they want and can very
easily handle. Some of the
teachers therefore are not giving
their best. -

I am in complete agreement

and every Jewish child in the
community. More is possibly bet-
ter? The schools should not be

“elitist”” and cater to the few

young .people who undoubtedly. -
shall make a vital contribution to

the community of today and

tomorrow.. BRI :

Alternately, academie stndards
have been considerably lowered
to give equal opportunity to each
child in the schools.

Competent dedicated teachers
who care are no longer being
challenged. Brighter students are
no longer challenged. The result
is boredom and the putting in of
time on the part of sutdents and
some teachers. Students that ‘are |

further due to having to hire
Resource teachers to help studen-
ts unable to cope with the pared
‘down to the bone curriculum with
the lowered academic standards.
Somehow, the feeling persists
that the open system has been
implemented, ‘in part’, to acquire
increased funds from the Win-
nipeg Jewish Community Council
and the Winnipeg School Division.

with the policy of a Jewish
education for all. However, they
should also concern themselves
with the students and teachers
~that need and are able to do

‘Journéi/ Into Our Heritage’

e

‘Declining

more and want more. _
There could possibly be two dif-
ferent levels of academic expec-
tations within the schools. This
would not lead to labelling or
segregation. ‘Each youngster
would find their own level at
which to learn most effectively.
This in turn would give each and

every one of them a greater sen-

se of self worth and accomplish-

benefit. o
The schools are now indeed
“elitist” but in whose favour?

Name,Withheld By Request
' WAy

Draws 200,000 in Western Tour

The Jewish Historical Society
of Western Canada reports an at-

tendance of 200,000 visitors to its
travel exhibit, “Journey Into Our
Heritage”, during its 16 month,
seven city tour of Western Can-
_ada, which closed July 4 at the
; Manitdba Museum of Man & Na-

able and want to have higher and ' ture in Winnipeg. More important

more challenging academic stan-
dards are unable to obtain it. -
They are bored, unchallenged
and frequently some of thesge
brighter ~children disrupt the
classroom.

Too, school costs escalate even

angagement

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Browder
are happy to. announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Resa to Shelley Ostrove, son of
Mr. and ‘Mrs. Michael Ostrove.
The wedding will take place at
the B'nay Abraham Synagogue in
December, 1977, '

Mr. and Mrs. G. Donner of
Cleveland,- Ohio are happy to an-
nounce the engagement and wed-
ding of their granddaughter Deb-

at: -

Sharpe Professional Centre

. ] R & & . -
2163 Portage Ave. at Sharpe Bivd.
Wpg., Man. Ph. 832-6766

than number of visitors, states
Harry Gutkin, vice-president and
exhibit chairman, is the quality of
comment made by them. The ex-
hibit has brought credit to the en-
tire Jewish ‘community, and ev-
éryone can be justifiably proud
of this achievement. -
Funded by the National Mu-
seums of Canada and by private

subscription, the exhibit was made .

possible by the Society’s exten-
sive archival holdings, which com-
promise some 4500 photographs,
12,000 cross index classification
cards, 20 feet of 500 documents,
several hundred slides, and three
films. . ‘

As a direct result of these ar-
chival holdings, the JHS plays an
increasingly important role as a
resource center for students at
every educational level, teachers
and professors, authors, publish-

Heating Costs Too High...? .
Drafty Rooms...? |

CALL

® Residential

relettieew L, |

® Commercial

cultura] heritage, but non-Jewish
researchers gain an awareness
and understanding of the Jewish
people,

All Jewish organizaitons are ur-
ged to maintain their own ar-
chives, and fo make adequate
provision for their safekeeping by
turning them $ver to the Jewish
Historical "Society. Please tele-
phone the Society’s office at 942-
4822 and discuss the matter with
archivist Esther Nisenholt. Every-
one is urged -to support the work
of the. Society by becoming a

~member (family dues are a nom-
inal fee) and by using its tribute
cards." .

New Ointment
Helps to Combat
Skin Cancer

New York - Arrangements have
been concluded for the manufac-
ture - and worldwide distribution
of an ointment which is a prom-
ising treatment for some forms
of skin cancer, Rose E. MatzKin,

the past eight years on the bio-
logical activities of Cotd Factor.
While living BCG has Been known

. to be effective in treating some -

cancers, it is difficult to use in
skin cancer where large areas

" The Partners of
LAVENTHOL & HORWATH 3y

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

The Admission To Parthership Of

Question:

Answer:

ing are important.

even without repentance (the

arel igulders ] ‘president Itzhak Ben-Zvi was instrumental in building the Israeli authorities are still ignoring their plight. The : . states that the obligation to fast on Yom Kippur is a quite sepa-
government and the Jewish Agency and not on the the present Karaite :synagogue in Ramle which bears truth is—as one prominent Israeli has put it—that the : ;}é‘ﬁg ol Sour ;ﬁcﬁll 1 Hebrew  day M%']e bodies equal More (lilollsgs. ment. The end result of this | gape obligation and, indeed, holds that for the Yom Kippur
“religious authorities.” It is now more than four years hisname. - . 7 S0 refusal of the Israeli authorities is due entirely to “the Jewish/Hebre 0 q t.g“’f ﬁ .‘: ngmqtiag thﬂvgs om- would be that in the long run offence of not fasting there is no pardon without repentance.
since the Sephardi Chief Rabbi of Israel, Ovadia Yossef, Under the Law of the Return the Karaites fully enjoy ~ colour of their skin” and not because of their religious i owich pon to each  munity Council should continue everyone In the community shal The whole point here is that a distinction must be made be-

and sins are pardoned. by
belongs in the category of

Your question is really not
giving of charity
the poor?”

outcome.

to commit a serious sin.

~ Copywright by the Jewish Chroni

Ask The Rabbi

Is the fasting on Ymﬁ Kippur more important than the aton-
ing, or vice versa, or can they not be separated?

I am puzzled by your reference to the “atoning”. It is God
who pardons sins. Our part in the process
sins. If you mean by “atoning” the act of repentance, there can
only be one answer to your question: both repentance and fast-

While Rabbi Judah the Prince held that Yom Kippur a@nes

- tween the effects of Yom Kippur and the observance of Yom
Kippur. The effects of Yom Kippur are that atonement is made
God. Fasting, on the other hand,
Yom Kippur observance. This is
what Yom Kippur means and this is how the day is observed.

more important than satisfying the needs of
This is not a significant question, since giving
charity is the act, while satisfying the needs of the poor is its
If you mean to ask, as I rather suspect, whether mechanical
observance of this fast is sufficient, then “the answer is, of .
course—as in all other such matters—inwardness (kavvanah) is
certainly the ideal. And yet to fa
while to have inwardness and p

st without inwardness is no sin,
ious thoughts without fasting is

Judaism attaches the greatest significance to the act, to doing
the will of God, not merely to thinking about it. ©

cle News & Features.

is to repent of the

sages disagreeing), even he

very different from: ‘Is the

Past Posts

o0 Years Ago

Montreal—Joseph Shubert was
appointed Acting Mayor of Mon-
treal for a period of three mon-
ths. Mr. Shubert is a Jewish
labor alderman.

Mr. - Shubert’s first public ap-
péarance as Acting Mayor was
‘when he addressed the British
Empire Metalurgical Congress.

Jerusalem—A strict quarantine
for visitors from Persia, Iraq and
adjacent regions affected by
cholera was instituted by the
authorities. The cholera epidemic
started in Persia. Several regions
of Iraq were also infected. Two
hundred and fifty deaths were

the Cathedral was used by Tem-
ple Sina, a Reform congregation,
which was loaned the use of the
church. ~ '
Reports of the removal of the

announced a new arrangement

e - - termed ‘aesthetic objections’ | 1Sracl’ s ,_ , ~lack -ofex- ‘ | - | > Phone: 589—5375
.HAROLD MARKUSOFF MAR’IIE'Idl\iIt:;EVIN grew. But it is inter esting to note . Prime - Minister, " Ttzhak' lRabm, .perience andhehopedthat INSULATION SPEC_IALISTS Are Pleased To Announce

that will permit the .cross to
remain en the'alter at all times.
A screen is placed in front of the
altar and the Ark is placed on a
table in front of the screen when
the Jewish services are held.

| 10 Years Ago

‘Nathan Schwerner, father of
the murdered SNCC worker
Mickey Sehwerner, shared a plat-
form with Rap Brown and
declared that he resented the use
of his son’s name in anv public
castigation of SNCC, The Negroes
in the audience resented Mr.
Schwerner and booed him for his
kindness. |

Rockwell’s death won’t-change
a thing. The Nazis will go on with

(Minister of Finance)
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