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Don't miss this unique opportunity!
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This exhibition demonstrates the power of an individual to rise above cultural differences,

fear and circumstance, to act in support of human rights against powerful adversaries.

A Race for Survival

At the onset of the Second World War
anti-Semitism was rife in Europe and Jews were
openly persecuted. In this dark and threatening
atmosphere one promise of hope was

available — escape through emigration.
Unfortunately most countries severely limited
immigration and closed their doors to desperate
Jews seeking escape.

Shanghai - A Safe Haven

Shanghai, China however, did not require visas
or other documents for entry. So, as long as
Jews could get out of Europe, the Chinese city
provided a safe, if somewhat unlikely destination.
But a barrier to freedom still remained - the Nazi
regime wouldn't allow Jews to leave without
visas as proof of emigration, and they were
almost impossible to obtain.

Some Diplomats were in a Unique,

but Risky Position to Help
A small number of
diplomats posted to
Nazi-occupied countries
saw the Nazi’s disturbing
treatment of Jews with
concern and foreboding. §
They recognized they
were in a unique
position to help. Acting
selflessly, courageously
and often without
official permission, Shanghai teachers with their Jewish
they decided to take s'tudefnts, .inc.luding one who now
matters into their own fives in Winnipeg

hands and issued the visas that

allowed Jews to escape to safe havens.

In the Spirit of

Raoul Wallenberg
The Shanghai
Connection is a story
in the humanitarian
tradition of Raoul
Wallenberg, the
Swedish diplomat
whose celebrated
wartime efforts saved

“I thought it only natural to feel
compassion and want to help.” thousands of Jews.
-Consul General Dr. Feng Shan Ho

It's the story of two
other lesser-known
diplomats, Chinese
Consul General
Dr.Feng Shan Ho
working in Vienna,
Austria and Japanese
Consul Chiune
Sugihara working
in Kovno,
Lithuania these
men transcended
fear, cultural differences and the restrictions
of their diplomatic missions to thwart

the Nazi machine, when few others

could or would.

“I'may have to disobey my government,
but if | don't | would be disobeying God.”
- Consul Chiune Sugihara

They were responsible for issuing many of
the visas that contributed to the effort that
eventually allowed more than 18,000 Jews
to flee Europe for Shanghai - a city that
took in more Jewish refugees than all of
the commonwealth countries combined.

Shanghai Refugees

are Alive in Winnipeg

Members of three Winnipeg families
were among those who fled to China
during the war. Day-to-day, throughout
the second world war they lived the
Shanghai experience, and their
personal stories help bring the
exhibition to life.

Each of Us Can Make a Difference
Over sixty years have passed, but this story is
still relevant today. In Manitoba and Canada,
tolerance and understanding of others and
the recognition of fundamental human rights,
irrespective of national or cultural background,
is what our country and our community must
value and strengthen. This story is a powerful
example of how each of us can make a
difference with results that can reverberate
far into the future.

The humanitarian spirit of the diplomats is
celebrated today, not only in the exhibition,
but also through the cooperation and
cross-cultural collaboration of the three
communities that have worked together
to bring this exhibition to Winnipeg

and Manitoba.

Asingle stamp was ,
often the difference | t—3
between freedom i e
or death Tt ]

The funders for the Shanghai Connection project:

Canada Millennium Partnership Program, Canadian Heritage,
Canadian Race Relations Foundation, City of Winnipeg,
Manitoba Culture Heritage and Tourism, Manitoba Labour
(Citizenship and Multiculturalism Division), CRB Foundation,
The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, The Thomas Sill
Foundation and The Winnipeg Foundation.

Desperate Jews besiege the consulate to plead
for visas and safety for their families

Visas like these
allowed many
Jews to reach
safety in Shanghai




